Auburn Pride a New Tradition 

What’s orange and blue and can be seen cheering, rooting and chanting for the Auburn Tigers?  The answer, Auburn fans of course.  On game day dedicated, diehard fans gather at Jordan Hare Stadium to see the Auburn Tigers play.  The one characteristic each fan should share is that of maintaining good sportsmanship to opposing teams and fans.  Before the LSU game this year, Auburn Pride was introduced to the student body.

Auburn Pride is a campaign that was initiated by leaders of the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee.  Jay Jacobs, Auburn’s Athletic Director, met with the leaders and posed a question asking what they wanted their legacy to be after their playing days were over.  The answer was sportsmanship and community service.  Thus, Auburn Pride was born. 
As stated on the Auburn Tigers website their mission reads, “Auburn University is committed to sportsmanship among its coaches, student-athletes, staff and supporters. We believe that sportsmanship is playing fairly, acting respectfully toward others and promoting the interests and good name of Auburn University on and off the field of play.” There are two different groups on campus that work hard on the campaign, The Student Government Association and the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. Lauren Hayes is currently the president of the SGA and was able to further explain the campaign and how it was born. 
Before football season, Hayes met with Jacobs and other administrators to discuss the campaign.  “Auburn fans are very proud of our spirit and our sportsmanship, and we’d really like to expand the campaign the athletes started, because sportsmanship is much more than just on the field it’s also in the stands,” said Hayes. The campaign was kicked off at a pep rally this season. 
Auburn Pride was initiated to demonstrate sportsmanship across all 21 sports at Auburn. “We want every student to be aware that’s sportsmanship is not just at football games it’s everywhere,” said Hayes.  Kelly Marx, a member of Auburn’s Swimming and Diving team, said, “My team doesn't have any signs stating "auburn pride" in our locker room but we do have an auburn sign stating "never to yield" that we slap every time we walk out.” Marx explained, “This represents our own tradition of Auburn Pride and never giving up. It allows us to walk around with our heads held high knowing that our hard work and perseverance will give us the confidence and pride that we need to represent Auburn well.” 
The SGA has been working hard to promote the campaign.  The athletic department provides them with orange bracelets. On the bracelets are the four main points of Auburn Pride; competition, tradition, the moment and the opponent. These bracelets are passed out to students whenever possible and are free.  “The bracelets are the visible sign of supporting the campaign,” said Hayes.  The SGA has also helped purchase banners to hang in the new student center. 
The SGA is constantly striving to come up with new ideas to promote the campaign.  T-shirts, a website and expanding to all Auburn fans are just a few things Hayes mentioned for the future of the campaign.  “I think it needs to be advertised more and explained throughout the campus because I feel like a lot of people just read it without understanding the meaning behind it,” said Marx.  This is exactly what the SGA is looking to do.  The campaign isn’t just for this year.  Auburn Pride hopes to become a new tradition for Auburn fans everywhere. 
